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 Dear Parents and Friends,

         February was once considered the last month of the calendar year. In

schools, February is the sixth month of the calendar year or the halfway

mark for the grade level. It is the month of midterms, report cards, MAP

testing, and eighth grade high school acceptances. Congratulations to the

graduating class of 2022! Over a million dollars in scholarship monies have

been awarded to our soon to be high school freshmen.

           February also affords Catholic Schools nationwide the time to come

together and celebrate our uniqueness. We celebrate our Faith, Service, and

Academic Excellence. How appropriate!

           Thank you Cardinal Dolan, Father McSweeney, Faculty and Staff.

You give us the daily gift to thank God for the opportunity to learn in a

blessed environment. We prepare to serve our world through our gained

knowledge and each other.

           A big thank you also goes out to our parents and friends. Your

financial sacrifice and generosity allows our schools to make this happen. We

are able to offer a Christ-centered Catholic education to our young people –

an education that allows them to become the future leaders of our world.

           May St. Augustine guide us as we complete the second half of the

school year.

A message from Sister Mary Elizabeth

Eagle's Eye



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2022 
                                                   BY: OWEN WANG

This year, Catholic Schools Week was celebrated from January 30th to February 5th, commemorating the

event’s 49th anniversary since 1974. At St. Augustine School, this time of year is marked by fun activities

for students and is ultimately aimed at celebrating Catholic education and teaching nationwide. Although

each day throughout the week included special events and the week-long Coin War, it was ultimately

begun to promote and celebrate our Catholic faith and its values, which is the foundation on which St.

Augustine’s School was built. 

 On Monday, students participated in Eagle Bingo, winning free snacks, as they clutched their favorite

stuffed animal, which they were permitted to bring to school that day. On Tuesday, snow cones were

available for purchase. No mandatory homework was assigned on Wednesday, and students enjoyed a day

exempt from tests on Thursday. Also on Thursday was the judging of the decorated doors of classrooms,

with this year’s theme being “Faith, Excellence, and Service,” exemplifying the best qualities of going to a

Catholic school. That day, students were also invited to bring their school supplies in anything imaginable

but a backpack. Friday was crazy hat and hair day, and students were encouraged to wear unique hats or

try different hairstyles. Finally, the Coin War was held throughout the entire week, with all proceeds

being donated to “Feeding Westchester,” both a competitive event and one that supported the local

community.

  Altogether, Catholic Schools Week both celebrates the virtuous qualities of Catholic schools and

education, while also being enjoyable for the students of this school community and beyond. Check out our

doors! 



SAS Door Decorating
                 By: Ms. Brennan 1B

 
In celebration of Catholic schools week 2022, the

students of St. Augustine’s school got creative!
With the theme, “Faith, Excellence and Service”

in mind, grades Kindergarten to Eight showed
their school spirit via a door decorating contest.

Students worked together as homerooms to curate
the winning door and impress the judges. The

results were fantastic! Father McSweeney, Father
JP and Mr. Nolan served as our nobel judges. 

Take a look at all of their hard work! 

Door Contest Winners
(K - 2) Manwaring (K)

(Gr 3- Gr 5)  Molinari (3rd)
(Gr 6- Gr 8) Jarl (7th)

*Special Mention Nurse Hirsch* 
Award will be Ice Cream Sundae Party on Feb 18th 

Winners from SAS Eagles Bingo  
K. Joyce, L. Allen, G. Severo, D. Sterling, G. Porteus, J.

Shanley, A. Maningo, J. Pierre
Awarded Snack/Ice Cream Certificates 









MY CHILD DOESN'T GET A
COMPUTER? 

WHERE DO MY TECHNOLOGY
FEES GO?

BY MICHELLE NOVOTNY

 
Smart Boards/

Microphones: $65,926

I-ready license: $13,684

Support: $11,425

TADS license: $7,898

Securely license: $4,294

Toner: $2,566

Chrome Books: $807

Fee Collected $100/child

20-21 Technology Fee

Revenue: $29,500

Annual Costs:

 Expenses: $106,600

Cost per child: $296.11

$77,100 Balance 

paid by 

Home and School

fundraising. 

I often hear the question asked "Why should I pay a technology fee,
my child doesn't even get a Chromebook?" Having been involved

with the Home School Board for a few years now, I felt that this was
a reasonable question that deserved a response. I sat down with
Sister Mary Elizabeth to get a deeper understanding of how the

technology fees are spent. As she listed more and more items that
technology fees are used for, I was completely shocked. Last year,
SAS spent over $106,600 on items related to technology. These

items range from TADS licensing to Chromebooks to smartboards.
When we did the math on the revenue taken in by our fees, I

realized that we only take in roughly $30,000. How do we pay the
difference, you ask? That is where our fundraising comes in! The

Home and School Board supplemented technology fees in the amount
of over $77,000 last year. SAS works very hard to keep tuition and

fee costs low so that a Catholic School education is affordable for
every family. While this is a blessing, it also means that we need to

do a significant amount of fundraising to meet annual operating
costs. Insight into our spending was eye opening for me, I hope you

will find that as well.    
 



DREAM
TEAM ON
THE MOVE

BY: MOLLY
JOYCE

 

Teachers in the junior high at St.Augustine School have different prospects to their daily routines. You could be

one of the lucky teachers, who gets to stay in her room and not have to worry about moving from classroom to

classroom. Frankly, only 30% of the teachers fit this criteria. Or, you could be Mrs.J, with her bright teal cart

that matches her everyday positivity. You could be Mrs.D, with her overflowing cart of papers that makes you

wonder, “How does she have the time to get all that work done?” Finally, you could be Mrs.Theiss who brings in

several carts to hold all of her lab materials!!! How impressive it is to have teachers who have the answer, off the

top of their heads, to every question thrown at them! 

 As we know, covid-19 has had some drastic effects on our world today, and has called for many modifications in

our once “normal” life. One of these modifications includes the teachers changing classes, as opposed to students.

The thought might have crossed your mind that students have it the hardest with the new adjustments to schools

and learning. While this is sensible, teachers have similarly had to adjust their ways of teaching. Whether it be,

which books to bring to class or how to be able to have fun while following guidelines, teachers have worked very

hard to make class enjoyable for the students, given the circumstances. This is true throughout the world at many

schools; however, the teachers at St.Augustine School work tirelessly to give their students an education, while

trying to provide a positive and loving environment. Let me tell you, they do an exceedingly good job at it. 

 If you ever need help in an assignment or are just puzzled on what to do, one of our teachers is there to help you.

If you’re ever worried about a test or quiz you did not do well on, one of our teachers is right there, comforting

you and telling you it will be ok. Every teacher in our school is always looking out for you, even if you don’t

deserve it. Take a little time out of your day, to thank each of your teachers after class, they work harder than

many would believe.



Cozy Toes 
This year’s holidays were made especially bright for the second grade with daily visits from

Santa’s elves–Jingles and Junior. Our own little elves created special gifts for loved ones and got to

enjoy a cozy day with cozy toes! Those smiling eyes say it all!

FROM MRS. FERRIS'S ROOM
 

 

Hats off to our future engineers and architects!
This year our second graders are learning about matter and the special materials needed to

create the magnificent structures found around the world. Tasked with creating a structure

of their own, they began with designing houses, skyscrapers, and even bridges. Armed with

pieces of cardboard, tape, crayons–and huge imaginations–they went to work. The results

are certainly impressive!



EGG OSMOSIS LAB 
            BY: ANNA MONTES

 

We are completing an egg osmosis experiment in

our 7th grade science class. We put an egg in

vinegar to dissolve the eggshell to expose the cell

membrane. Then we placed it in maple syrup

where osmosis took place and water left the egg

cell. The egg became shriveled up because it lost

all of the water. Then, we put the egg back in

water, where osmosis took place again, and the

egg swelled and became full of water. This

experience helped us learn about the process of

osmosis!

Science C
lass



Thank you so much for all the toys! Thank you Sister Mary Elizabeth for letting us do the toy drive here

at St Augustine School. You guys gave us so many toys for the hospital that they needed us to bring it in

two different deliveries! I feel so grateful that I am in St Augustine and have such great classmates. All

together we had 750+ toys and over $7,500 donated! Thank you soooo much St Augustine! See you next

holiday season!
 

Stella's Toy Drive By: Stella Fosgate-2nd Grade  



Kindness Cards in 4th Grade 
     By: Vincent Angarola & Victoria Allan

For Christmas in 4H, we wrote cards that said kind things about
each other. One of the reasons we did this was to make everyone
feel special. It made us thoughtful, thinking of what is special about
our classmates. Even people who aren't our friends wrote a lot of
kind things. This made us feel excited, thankful and appreciated.
This made us feel excited because we had to wait all through
Advent for the cards. We felt thankful because everyone made cards
for each other. We felt good about ourselves because we made cards
for twenty-two classmates. Making cards was a pleasure and it made
everyone feel special.



 

MAP TESTING
BY: MARY CLAIRE SUTTERLIN 

    

 What would you like to do after winter break? After a

week back from Christmas break, the students at St.

Augustine School were bombarded with four days of MAP

testing! The Measures of Academic Progress or MAP tests

measure your academic growth throughout the years. These

tests occur three times each year; October, January, and

May. The four MAP tests; reading, language, math, and

science show teachers where students need the most help,

and where students should be accelerated into more in-

depth material. MAP tests are considered to be “smart tests”

because they adapt the questions to each students' level

based on their past answers. After the week of MAP testing

is over, students feel relieved to have these lengthy tests

over with. When asked for a comment one teacher said,

"The results of these test are valuable in adjusting how we

teach. It gives us insight that only HELPS our students. " 

M
A

P T
esting



Safety Comes First at St. Augustine School
           By Ella Chen

I have always felt very safe at St. Augustine’s during the COVID-19 pandemic.
COVID has been a serious issue for over two years now and yet it still persists with
variants such as Delta, Omicron and the many yet to be discovered. Despite all of
this, here we are, in school. So, you may be asking what makes me feel safe being at
St. Augustine on a daily basis in the midst of a global pandemic? 

Some things that make me feel safe here at St. Augustine are that everybody is
vaccinated, students and teachers are required to wear masks, and we are all socially
distanced. Whether we are eating lunch in the cafeteria and or receiving instruction
in class, we are spread out three feet apart from each other, and our teachers and
staff enforce the safety precaution as well as many other COVID rules that have been
put in place by the school and the Archdiocese. Other measures taken at St.
Augustine to protect students, faculty and staff has been to limit who can enter the
school. Temperatures are taken every morning and Nurse Hirsch requires that we
present a negative PCR COVID test whenever we are out of school due to illness,
regardless of severity. In addition, hand sanitization stations throughout the school
make it easy for students to stay clean and germ-free. Because of all the
precautionary measures that are being taken, the students at St. Augustine School
can feel safe coming to school each day to learn and interact with our peers in person.   

On top of all of this, the staff at St. Augustine does a great job keeping the school
safe and sanitized, making sure that the school is ready for us when we arrive each
morning, and through the efforts of our amazing faculty, the students are still able to
do interactive work at school while staying safe at the same time. So again, “What
makes me feel safe being at St. Augustine on a daily basis in the midst of a global
pandemic?” Well, I think all that I’ve stated above answers this question perfectly,
and I hope that everybody here at St. Augustine feels the same way I do.



                                                               
Congratulations to all teachers and students for completing the tedious midterm
process! As grueling as they are, midterms are fundamental learning tools used to
achieve student growth and assist teachers in appreciating their pupils. They not
only promote a student to truly understand topics at hand, but the tests have
them reread and become accustomed to topics they didn’t understand at first.
Moreover, students’ midterm results help lead teachers to conclusions on how they
are doing in class. It lets teachers know how well students are understanding
topics and how they think. Inaccurately answering several questions shows the
teacher they are not understanding a topic, and arriving at conclusions that are
unexpected provides the teacher with insight into the pupil’s mindset. While
many children loathe the idea of having to study everything they have learned in
past units, it truly helps them and their teachers. Students grow academically
after these tests, and teachers learn more about their students and how to help
them comprehend the course materials. Midterms are a crucial and positive
measure of student development that everyone in the school community should be
grateful for. 

Midterms
                            By Dylan Lynch 8B


