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Dear Parents,
First, please accept our
heartfelt thanks and appreciation for all the generous
Christmas cards, gifts and
greetings which were extended to myself, Mrs. Fessman and Miss Leone during
the Christmas season. Each
one brought us joy & we
thank you!
Second, let me say,
“Blessings unto all of you, our
St. Augustine School family, in
the New Year”. May 2017 be
a year filled with good health,
good fortune, the love of family and friends, and a closeness with the Lord for each
and every one of you.
Speaking of upcoming new
beginnings, we at St.
Augustine School, are very
proud of our Eighth Grade

Class this year. They are now
beginning to prepare for the
end of their journey here at
St. Augustine School, in order
to start a new journey in High
School. This month has
shown many of them the
fruits of their hard work and
dedication to their studies in
the form of high school acceptances and valuable scholarships! Over half of the SAS
Class of 2017 received at
least a partial scholarship to
Catholic High Schools, and
some have even received Full
Scholarships! You’ve made
the faculty and staff here at
St. Augustine very proud indeed!
As we head into Catholic
Schools Week, I am encouraging our entire school community to embrace the idea of
performing “Acts of Kind-

ness”! Let us all be mindful
of one another, and use our
time and energy to help each
other and those who are less
fortunate than we are. One
opportunity to “Embrace Kindness” is to participate in our
campaign, “Feeding Our
Neighbors”. Every family is
being asked to bring in at
least one canned or boxed
food item to be donated locally to the Ossining Food
Pantry. We will literally be
“Feeding Our Neighbors” &
wouldn’t it be inspiring if we
had 100% participation? The
good Lord has blessed us
abundantly, and wouldn’t He
love for us to share our blessings? I know He would.
As always, my prayers are
with each of your families,
~Sister Mary Elizabeth

Saint Augustine School celebrates
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ABOUT BALD EAGLES
The property that St. Augustine
School sits on is known as “Eagle
Park” because many American
Bald Eagles can be seen on our
very own campus!
The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is a member of the sea
and fish eagle group.
The female bald eagle is 35 to
37 inches, slightly larger than the
male. Wingspan ranges from 72
to 90 inches.
Bald eagles can fly to an altitude
of 10,000 feet. During level
flight, they can achieve speeds of
about 30 to 35 mph.
Bald eagles weigh from 10 to 14
pounds and eat a diet of mainly
fish, but they will take advantage
of carrion (dead and decaying
flesh).
Because an eagle lives up to 30
years in the wild, it has many
years in which to produce offspring.
Bald eagles build their nests in
large trees near rivers or coasts.
A typical nest is around 5 feet in
diameter. Eagles often use the
same nest year after year. Over
the years, some nests become
enormous, as much as 9 feet in
diameter, weighing two tons.
Eagles lay from one to three
eggs. Parenting duties are
shared by both male and female
during the 35 days of incubation,
but it is the female who spends
most of her time on the nest.
The young birds grow rapidly,
adding one pound to their body
weight every four or five days. At
six weeks, the eaglets are very
nearly as large as their parents.
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E AG L E C A M

~MRS. COLLERAN
Mrs. Colleran’s 3rd grade
class has been watching a
24/7 Eagle Cam from Berry
College in Georgia. In March
of 2012 the eagles were spotted building a nest, but they
did not lay any eggs that season. In 2013 a camera was
added to the nest and the
returning pair of eagles produced 2 eggs in January of
2014, but only one was viable. In 2015 and 2016 the
same pair of eagles produced
2 eggs again, and two eaglets
hatched. We are waiting to
see if the two eggs laid this
year both hatch sometime in
February. The address to

view this webcam is
www.berry.edu/eaglecam.

S T U D E N T E A G L E E S S AY S
~3RD GRADE STUDENTS
We are watching two eagles
from Berry College. They eat
fish. The eagles laid two
eggs. I learned that the eagle’s nest is as wide as a
queen sized bed. I like that
one eagle keeps the eggs
warm, and the other eagle
goes out to get food. ~Jake
Vanga
Our class is watching two
eagles. They have laid two
eggs. They like to move the
eggs a lot. They have a
huge nest. I learned that
the mother and father take
turns keeping the eggs
warm. ~Tommy Boyd
In the classroom we watch
an eagle cam on the Smart
Board. It is in Berry College.
There are two eagles and
the female eagle laid two
eggs. Our teacher, Mrs.
Colleran, says that the eggs
will probably hatch during
our mid-winter break. Go to
the website if you want to
have fun watching the eagles. ~Mia Uzcategui-

Dommar
~Our class is watching Berry
College’s eagles. So far they
have laid 2 eggs. But we still
don’t know which eagle is the
girl and which is the boy.
Sometimes they move the
eggs. We are expecting the
eggs to hatch in mid-February.
And we hope they do! ~Cielle
Guariglia

.
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YEARBOOOK

~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O
The eighth grade yearbook
committee, with the guidance
of Mrs. Daddazio and Ms.
Manwaring, has been working
tirelessly since September,
putting together this year’s
edition of the St. Augustine
School yearbook. We are very
pleased with what the students are doing! They are
quite dedicated to this club
and have spent endless hours
pulling it all together in order
to meet the fast approaching
deadline. Don’t miss your
opportunity to purchase a
copy for $40.00. Order
forms were distributed last
week. (Eighth grade students
should not purchase a book
as the graduation fee covers
the cost.) We are sure that

you and your children will be
quite excited about this year’s
edition. Please know that
only those families who order
a yearbook will receive one.
We are not ordering any extra
copies so do not miss out on
your chance to own a copy.
Orders must be placed by the
deadline on the order form.
Are you interested in being a
sponsor of this year’s edition?
The yearbook committee is
accepting sponsor requests
for the next few weeks. For a
minimal cost, you and your
family members can be listed
in the back of the book. We
appreciate your participation
in helping to defray the cost of
publishing this memorable
keepsake.

FIRST GRADE HAPPENINGS
~MRS. GEMBECKI
The first graders are very
focused on improving their
reading and math skills as
they use their chrome
books in the classroom. In
their spare time they have
been extremely creative.
In the fall, they disguised
turkeys so they would escape being cooked for
Thanksgiving dinner! At

Christmas, each student
made a Nativity out of a
shoebox.
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ART ROOM HAPPENINGS
~ MRS. ZIMMERMAN
The January Art Room
Award, called the Mona
Lisa Prize, goes to Mrs.
Gembecki’s 1st Grade!
This class was always
quiet, ready and alert in an
instant. They are kind to
each other, clean up their
art messes and try very
hard in Art Class. CONGRATUATIONS! The next
MONA LISA prize will be
given out in June to the
most deserving class!
All About the Mona Lisa

Mrs. Gembecki’s 1st Grade Class!

 Painted by Leonardo da Vinci
sometime between 15031506.

 From the Italian Renaissance
 Painted oil on wood canvas
 Measures only 30in x 21in
 You can visit Mona Lisa at
the Musee du Louvre in
Paris, France

Jesus
taught us how to
Serve Others

S E RV I CE W IT H A S M I L E
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O
With the demands that the
typical school day places on
our students, never is there
avoidance on the part of our
eigth grade students to extend themselves for others. It
is so rewarding to see the
dedication that our eighth
grade students bring to the
service they provide throughout the building each day as
they live the words of Matthew 5:16 , “in the same way,
let your light shine before
others, so that they may see
your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in
heaven.”
You may have called the
school in the morning or at
lunch time and have had the
call taken by one of our eighth
grade students, who so professionally answer the call
with a happy recitation of,
“Good Morning; St. Augustine
School; Student speaking.”

Maybe you are a parent who
marvels at the joy your children display as they share
stories of the eighth grade
room monitors who assist the
classroom teacher during
homeroom by supervising the
classroom and helping students to prepare for their day.
For those who drive their
children to school, I am sure
you are impressed with the
young men who hoist the flag
each morning and do so with
pride and respect.
What about our traffic patrol? This young man, along
with the kind assistance of
Mr. Lou, reports to his post
each morning—rain or shine—
in an effort to keep the flow of
traffic moving as volumes of
cars drop their children off in
front of the school. With their
help, we
are able
to expe-

dite the unloading of students, thereby getting everyone to homeroom on time.
To those parents and grandparents dropping students off
in the morning, we appreciate
your kind response to the
efforts of our traffic patrol.
Your warm smiles and cheery
“good mornings” go a long
way to support the efforts of
these monitors. For those
parents who fail to follow the
directives of our traffic patrol,
I respectfully request that you
abide by their directions.
It is important to note that
all of the service positions are
monitored by our administration, office staff and classroom teachers. How proud
we are of all our eighth grade
students who do their best to
perform their service to the
best of their ability.
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A N N UA L C O O K I E B A K I N G C O N T E S T
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O
Another Christmas is behind
us and so, too, is our twenty
second annual cookie baking
contest, which was held on
Thursday, December 22!
What a wonderful time the
eighth grade students had as
they anxiously awaited the
announcement of this year’s
winners. The participation
was overwhelming!
Our judges certainly had
their work cut out for them.
To insure a fair result, we
enlisted the help of many
judges this year. Thank you to
the countless former graduates who returned to help us
out. We are never at a loss
for willing volunteers to taste

and judge the eye-appealing
entries. It’s also great to see
the enthusiasm that returning
graduates bring to their judging duties! According to all,
being a judge was difficult,
but certainly worth every calorie!
Congratulations to this
year’s winners of sample
cookie plates and to all those
who participated. A special
thanks to Mrs. Rowland, Mrs.
Torres-Rivera, and
Mrs.Torricella, who generously gave of their time to set
up this year’s event. We appreciate your willingness to
help!
Thank you, too, eighth grade,

for a lovely pre-Christmas
celebration.

HIGH SCHOOL ACCEPTANCES
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O
Upon entering the building
during this past week, one
may have noticed an air of
excitement as our eighth
grade students have been
learning of their acceptances
to various Catholic high
schools.
Their excitement is infectious! Our students were
thrilled to secure spots in
Catholic high schools as

members of the Class of
2021. As if being accepted
was not enough, how proud
we are to announce that there
were quite a few scholarship
awards offered as well! St.
Augustine School teachers
have been so impressed with
the acceptances and scholarship offers that they have
received. It is obvious that
the hard work that each of

PEP RALLY / SPIRIT ASSEMBLY
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O
With Catholic Schools Week
quickly approaching, we are
looking forward to many enjoyable celebrations. One of
our favorites is the pep rally/
spirit assembly that has traditionally culminated a week of
excitement. Please be sure if
your son/daughter plays on
either/or both a CYO basketball team and/or volleyball
team, that they come to
school that day wearing their
uniform jersey with a white t-

shirt underneath. Team pictures will be taken for the
yearbook that day.

you puts in to preparing for
the TACHS exam in November
was well worth the effort.
We are so proud of each
and every one of you and
wish you well as you make
your final decision as to
which school you will attend
in the fall. In the meantime,
enjoy every moment that
remains here at St. Augustine
School.
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P R E K 3 & 4 ’ S H A P P Y B I R T H DAY J E S U S P A R T Y
~MRS. KEEGAN
Each year at St.
Augustine School the
Pre-Kindergarten
classes have a party
to celebrate the REAL
REASON FOR THE
CHRISTMAS SEASON—
the birth of our Lord,
Jesus.
Each December our
young students pick a
special day to celebrate the birth of baby
Jesus. In honor of the
very special birth,
each child (and their
family) brings in a

wrapped baby gift,
which the will excitedly
unwrap with their
classmates and then
generously donate to
The New York Foundling which helps care
for needy babies in
New York City. Each
year Mrs. Tarzia delivers bags and bags of
donated toys, clothes,
blankets, diapers, and
toiletries from our children at SAS to the
children at The New
York Foundling, all in
the name of Jesus and

His love for the children.
During our “Happy
Birthday, Jesus” party
we also sing and enjoy
cake in Jesus’ name!
What Mrs. Tarzia, Mrs.
Reilly and I hope is
that our young students take away a
true taste of what the
Christmas holiday is
all about … celebrating Jesus’ life and giving to others in His
name.
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A COMMUNITY OF FAITH
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O ’ S C L A S S
As we observe Catholic Schools
Week 2017, we celebrate the
theme of “Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service.” All those
who are affiliated with St.
Augustine School recognize and
appreciate the difference that
our school makes in the lives of
our students. Nurtured by a
dedicated faculty and staff and
supported by parents and families, the students live their faith
every day. So much of who we
are is visible to those around us
as we willingly and lovingly share
our time, our talent, and our
abundance. It is evident to
those who are present in homeroom each day, what a vital part
of our lives prayer plays. We lift
our hearts and voices in prayer

remembering people for whom
no one prays, both living and deceased; the sick, the dying, the
homeless, and the lonely. Each
day our prayers continue for
Pope Francis, for personal intentions shared, and for those kept
within the silence of our hearts.
It is especially heart warming to
experience the student prayer
leads that take place in 8-1 on
Wednesday mornings. Students
take turns honoring our Blessed
Mother with flowers and leading
the class in prayer. Inspirational words are shared as well
as special intentions. I am
proud to share some of the faith
filled words that these young
men and women have shared
with their classmates throughout
the year.

As we continue through this
very exciting year for the students of the Class of 2017, may
they always keep prayer close to
them. I thank them for their devotion to Mary, for their strong
sense of faith, and for sharing
their prayer life with SAS.

“Don’t panic. There’s no need to fear for

I’m your God. I’ll give you strength. I’ll
help you. I, your God, have a firm grip
on you, and I’m not letting go.” – Isaiah
41:10-13 – Olivia Guihan

“The ultimate measure of a man or woman is
not where he or she stands in moments of
comfort and convenience but where he or she
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
– Martin Luther King, Jr. – Devlin Hose

“Dear Lord – I don’t know who or what will cross
my path today, but I do know that You are my roc
and my fortress. You are my shield and my
strong tower. Help me anchor myself to you today. Teach me how to stand strong in You and
choose only Your way today. Help me walk by
Your truth and not my feelings.” - Julia Torricella

“With God all things are possible. To trust God
in the light is nothing—Trust Him in the dark,
That is faith.”– Jaclyn Garbarino

“God doesn’t give you the people you want, He gives you the people you need to help
you, to hurt you, to leave you, to love you, and to make you the person you were meant to
be.” – Mia Hernandez
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L A N D F O R M S , D I NO S AU R S , AN D H A B I TAT S … O H M Y !
~MRS. FERRIS

Our Second Graders have taken a
step back—a giant step back—into
the world of Dinosaurs. This
month, using many of the skills
learned this year, they worked as a
team to measure in meters the
length of a Diplodocus. 26 Meters
to be exact! That’s the length of
Mrs. Leone’s desk to the second
grade classrooms! But that’s not
all; together they created murals
which included aspects from both
Science and Social Studies. Food
chains, landforms, and animal
habitats are just some of the colorful illustrations created by the students. Stop by and admire their
skill, gigantic handiwork!
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High School Scholarship Awards
(as of January 27, 2017)
FORDHAM PREPARATORY
Devlin Hose – Partial Scholarship
IONA PREPARATORY
Blake Borges – Merit Scholarship
Curt Calov – Merit Scholarship
Benjamin Ciancio – Merit Scholarship
Noah McNatty – Merit Scholarship
MARIA REGINA
Kaitlyn McNiff – Partial Scholarship
Caroline Rowland – Partial Scholarship
ST. VINCENT FERRER
Elly Carpenter – Partial Scholarship
Zoe Farmakopolous – Partial Scholarship
Elizabeth Golinski – Partial Scholarship
Kaitlyn McNiff – Partial Scholarship
Samantha Merced – Partial Scholarship
Deeya Patel – Partial Scholarship
Ava Steinmann – Partial Scholarship
Brianna Van Valkenburgh – Partial Scholarship
Maggie Gilmartin – Partial Scholarship
REGIS HIGH SCHOOL
Peter Kozlowski

KENNEDY CATHOLIC
McKayla Boyd – Partial Scholarship
Serafina Capasso – Full Scholarship
Elly Carpenter – Full Scholarship
Gina Donadio – Partial Scholarship
Caroline Grimes – Full Scholarship
Devlin Hose – Full Scholarship
Anna Moore – Full Scholarship
Jessica Petrullo – Full Scholarship
Caroline Rowland – Partial Scholarship
Ava Steinmann – Partial Scholarship
Mark Milano – Full Scholarship
URSULINE HIGH SCHOOL
Elly Carpenter – Partial Scholarship
Caroline Grimes – Partial Scholarship
Olivia Guihan – Partial Scholarship
Antoinette Manteau – Partial Scholarship
Kaitlyn McNiff – Partial Scholarship
Anna Moore – Partial Scholarship
Deeya Patel – Partial Scholarship
Jessica Petrullo – Partial Scholarship
Serafina Capasso – Partial Scholarship
Olivia Guihan – Partial Scholarship
Elizabeth Golinski – Partial Scholarship
CONVENT OF THE SACRED HEART
Caroline Grimes – Full Scholarship
Antoinette Manteau – Full Scholarship

