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S I S T E R M A RY E L I Z A B E T H
Dear Parents,
The autumn season can‟t
help but remind us of the
many reasons we have to be
thankful. Thanksgiving Day
helps us to focus on gratitude, but in essence, each
day is a day for a heartfelt
“Thank You.”
We are very excited to be
using our chrome books and
the i-ready software program
in all grades K through 8.
Students have taken a diagnostic test in both reading
and math. Teachers have
started using a “blended
learning” approach in the
classroom on a weekly basis.
While one third of the class
works on an independent
assignment, another third
works directly with the

teacher, and the last third
works on the i-ready program.
The i-ready program tailors
the instruction in both reading
and math to each student‟s
strengths and weaknesses
found through the diagnostic
test. Students will be remediated in weak areas and accelerated in areas in which they
are proficient. Students rotate through the three groups,
so that all receive more
teacher attention and access
to the i-ready program. As a
result, students are spending
more time on task.

word, please contact your
child‟s teacher. We are excited about this program and
encourage you to take advantage of this valuable learning
tool.
Again, I remind you to love
and enjoy your children. May
the grace of God be with all of
you this Thanksgiving!

This program may be accessed at home for additional
practice. The website is
login.i-ready.com. If you have
not already received your
child‟s username and pass-

S T . AU G U STIN E H O N E Y H ARV E S T
~GRACE & GWENYTH GALLAGHER
On Sunday October 2, the
Beekeeping Club, led by Mr.
Gallagher, sold the honey
that they harvested from the
hives on our school property.
It was sold after the 12:00
Mass at the beginning of the
Blessing of the Animals Ceremony. There the honey was
blessed by Father
McSweeney. The club sold
about 30 pounds of honey for

$7.00 per jar. The honey was
raw, organic and all-natural.
This type of honey can help
prevent allergies and colds.
The Beekeeping Club was
able to raise over $600.00 for
St. Augustine School and
Church. Thank you to all
those who contributed!
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ART NEWS!

~MRS. ZIMMERMAN
The 6th, 7th and 8th
grades are getting ready to
make some beautiful art for
the Annual Christmas Concert. Please be sure to notice
the artwork surrounding the
gym when you are at the concert this year. The students
have worked very hard.
The National Art Honor Society tried an experiment in
“painting with coffee.” The
results were fantastic and will
be displayed on the walls at
the Christmas Concert.
The NAHS will be taking a
trip to the Katonah Art Museum on December 1, 2016

to see the Matisse
Exhibit! They will also
be participating in a
hands on workshop at
the museum. They
will have lots of information to share with
the school when the
return from their trip.

FROM

THE SCHOOL NURSE
~TONI ANNE HIRSCH, BSN, RN
As the winter months are
approaching, please remember to dress your children
appropriately for outdoor recess.
Please keep your child home
if they do not feel well. If they
have a temperature of 100.0
or higher, please keep them
home. Please make sure they
are fever free without the use
of fever reducing medicine,
such as Tylenol, Motrin or

Advil, for 24 hours before
returning. If they have vomited or had diarrhea, please
do not return to school unless
they are vomit/diarrhea free
for 24 hours.
Please remember to call the
health office at 944-0826
every day that your child is
absent. Please request
homework at the number
above. Please label ALL of
your child‟s belongings.

Thank you for adhering to
these guidelines and for helping maintain a healthy school
environment for our children.

Westchester Ballet Company
Being a member

The annual performance

Being a member means
commitment . I have been
in the company for two
years. In the company
there are different levels,
The levels are: Junior,
Junior Intermidiate,
Senior appreintce, and
Senior. ( I’m in the second
level.)

The annual performance
f or the W.B.C. is The
Nutcracker. You
audition for a part and
if you get a part then
you become a member
of the W.B.C.

Painting is
my
Passion

I am certainly
not an expert

J R HIG H REFIN ING P RE SEN TAT IO N SK IL L S
~ANN GODFREY
We‟ve all heard the sage
expression: “write what you
know”, something much in
evidence during my Jr. High
Powerpoint seminar with students in 6th and 7th grades
last month. Students have
been honing techniques in
Powerpoint slide preparation:
using effective bullet points,
animation, transfers, etc. to
present a hobby, their passion, with classmates. Great

practice, and a joy to
witness!
By: Riley Mackenzie

 -All the strokes are done together
in an IM: Intermediate Medley.

The Strokes:
There are four types
of strokes: Butterfly,
Backstroke, Breast
Stroke, and Freestyle

 -The IM is done in a special order:
butterfly, backstroke, breast
stroke, and freestyle.
 -It is usually done in a relay, which is
a race done with mutiple
swimmers.

Eagle’s Eye
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C O N F I R M AT I O N

~ALESSANDRA GUTIERREZ & LINLEE MANGIALARDI
Some of you may ask yourself, “What is a Confirmation
Retreat?” or “what do you do
on Confirmation Retreats?” A
Confirmation Retreat is where
you spend a day reflecting on
your religion. This retreat also
helps you decide if you want
to continue in the Catholic
religion or convert to something else. Everyone‟s experience at a retreat can be different. My experience, however, was truly amazing and
life changing. During the retreat we did many activities
that would connect us to our
faith in a way. One of those
activities was meditating. We
sat and spoke to God for what
felt like five minutes, but it
was actually twenty. It was

such a joy to know I was
somehow talking to God.
Personally, I felt a really calm
presence and was crying from
joy! This is only one example
of what a Confirmation Retreat at Saint Augustine
School is. If you are in the
process of going into the Sacrament of Confirmation or are
interested in being confirmed,
I highly recommend for you to
go on a Confirmation Retreat
to be certain. If you are not
positive about what you want,
a retreat is for sure a must!
~Alessandra Gutierrez
On November 5, our 8th
grade class received the Holy
Sacrament of Confirmation.
For 11 months, we have been
preparing for this day by pray-

ing, getting guidance from our
parish, teachers and God,
choosing a saint and sponsor,
and giving service to others.
Many of the Confirmandi‟s
sponsors were family or
teachers at St. Augustine‟s.
When the day finally came,
my classmates and I felt prepared and excited. The mass
began at 11 and many came
to celebrate. We renewed our
Baptisimal Promises and
Bishop Peter J. Byrne confirmed us and sealed us with
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
After mass, many families and
the newly confirmed celebrated by having a dinner with
close family and friends. The
Holy Spirit was truly present
on this day! ~Linlee Mangialardi

S T U D E N T S R E V I E W I R E A DY
~DEVLIN HOSE
As of late, St Augustine
School has started an online
teaching program called
iReady. iReady allows students to advance in both ELA
and Math while keeping at
the students‟ pace of learning, and as a result all grades
have welcomed the chrome
tablets into their learning
environment. „Station rotation‟, also known as „blended
learning‟, enables students to
engage with the teacher, par-

ticipate in independent study,
and learn with iReady. Recently I learned about Greek
mythology, and how to derive
character types from modern
literature. In this case the
story was about Thor and
Loki, both of whom I love in
the movies and stories, and
their modern counterparts.
However, not all stories are
fiction, for instance, when I
learned about persuasive
writing, the story used was

non-fiction and about the
exotic animal trade. iReady is
unique in that animated characters teach and engage with
the student, you can always
get a good laugh out of the
character types used for
these animations. You will
always learn something new
from iReady, and I can‟t wait
to do more of it throughout
the school year.

~BRIANNA VANVALKENBURGH
Ever since St. Augustine
School started using
Chrome Books, Mrs. Daddazio‟s 7th & 8th grade
ELA classes have functioned a little differently.
Both classes were introduced to „station rotation‟.
This includes three groups
rotating around the classroom during the two ELA
periods. The first group

consists of working on
Chrome Books, using an
educational tool called
iReady meant to help every
student with their
strengths and weaknesses. The second group
is doing independent work
with a small group of classmates. Lastly, group three
has learning time with Mrs.
Daddazio. You could be

learning anything from noun
clauses, to going over a
Wordly Wise test. Station
Rotation is a great addition
to ELA. While there are still
regular class times during
the school week, station
rotation is a great way to mix
it up and have an even better learning experience at
St. Augustine School.
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WALK-A-THON
~NICOLE LUBI
The St. Augustine
School Walk-A-Thon is
an event that everyone looks forward to
but I believe the 8th
grade relishes this
event the most! When
you become an 8th
grader, you are al-

lowed privileges like
dying your hair & designing and decorating
your own t-shirt, which
equals merrymaking
for the whole 8th
grade. When I was in
the younger grades,
my friends and I have
always dreamt of do-

ing this, and when we
finally got to our 8th
grade Walk-A-Thon, we
were thrilled! So far,
the walk-a-thon has
been my favorite
event in 8th grade,
and we made such
unforgettable and
wonderful memories!

~JULIA TORRICELLA
On October 6th, the
Class of 2017 participated in their last
Walk-A-Thon at St.
Augustine. All of the
the 8th graders were
very excited for various reasons. First, we
had the privilege of
being able to spray
our hair vibrant colors
for the day. We had
an awesome time

decorating our shirts
and bonded with each
other in a special way
before the start of the
Walk--A-Thon. We
were also excited to
have had the opportunity to shoot clips for
our 8th grade video.
We had a ton of
laughs and were having the best time ever

at the 2016 Walk-AThon. Overall, we had
a great experience
and wish we could
spend one more year
here at St. Augustine
before going on our
separate paths after
graduation. Thank
you to all the faculty
and staff for making
this day one to remember!
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Walk-A-Thon
2017

Home and School Association News - Julia Fitzpatrick
We had a beautiful fall day for the annual Walkathon on Friday, October 9th. Mr. Platt, said the weather for this day
hasn’t let us down once in all the years that he’s taught at St. Augustine’s, and this day was certainly no exception.
The children and volunteers walked under bright blue skies whilst raising almost $12,000 for our school. This year
a grand total of 45 students raised over $100 each. Their reward will be to enjoy breakfast and a walk through the
grounds of St. Augustine’s with Father McSweeny. Please see the list of Walkathon winners below.

The next big event that we are busy organizing is our annual Christmas Craft Fair. The fair will be held at school on
Saturday, December 3rd. We expect to have around sixty vendors coming to St. Augustine’s to sell their wares.
This will be a good opportunity to find some unique gifts and holiday decorations whilst supporting our school. The
book fair will also kickoff in the library on this day. We hope to see you and your family at this festive event.

On behalf of the Home and School Association, we’d like to thank you for your continued support and to remind
you all that these events are only a success because of your participation.

Walkathon Winners 2016:
Katie Fried

Allison Corbett

Jonah Lio

Brittany Corbett

Aliasing Nazario

Elizabeth Henry

James Rosensteel

Margaret Joyce

Joseph Henry

John May

Kathleen Joyce

Marco Oliveto

Luke Sosa

Joseph Zorilo

Joseph Fried

Mary Gilmartin

Cassidy Sullivan

Darren Gray

Anthony Amay Zhingri

Stefanie Weber

Corbett Thomas

John Dare

Nadine Macaluso

Jade Marie Kielb

Madison Sprenger

Meghan Stricker

Adam Gray

Alessandra Buzanski

Xander Sohng

Elizabeth Harnet

Mary Joyce

Michael Henry

Shawn O’Mara

Nicholas Ferrari

Nikolaus Weber

Elizabeth Golinski

Mary Rosina Oliveto

Margaret Gilmartin

Michael Demasi

Piotr Kozlowski

Ella Sohng

Stella Sullivan

Maddelina Lio

Amy Prashad
Alex Carcaldi

