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F RO M TH E DE SK O F
S I S T E R M A RY E L I Z A B E T H
Dear Parents,
As this 2016 school
year comes to a close, I
would like to take this
opportunity to Congratulate our Eighth graders
and offer best wishes as
they go off to their selected high schools.
Special congratulations
to all those who worked
so hard and earned
scholarships. 34 students succeeded at this
level! Next week our
Kindergarten will also
graduate and move on
up to First grade as they
continue their Class of
2024 journey !
Ladies Night Out and
our First ever Golf Out-

ing were very successful! They were both
fabulous community
builders . A sincere
thanks to our Home and
School Board Members
and the many moms
and dads who worked
so hard behind the
scenes. Everyone had a
great time. A full financial report will be given
in the fall.
Four Home & School
Board members will be
exiting after three wonderful years of service
and we will be welcoming three new member.
Thank you to so many
individuals who worked
tirelessly throughout the

8TH GRADE CLASS TRIP
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O & M R S . K WA N
It has been two weeks since
the long-awaited eighth grade
class trip. Every member of
the graduating Class of 2016
is still reflecting on, reliving,
and treasuring the memories
of this wonderful event! It
seemed as though the day
would never come, and here it
is – a fond memory. Each
and every student will tell you
that it was a magical trip!

Months of preparation certainly paid off as sixty graduates along with one hundred
one adults took New York City
by storm. How privileged Mrs.
Kwan and I felt to have been
associated with this fine
group of students and parents. Welcomed compliments
from many strangers throughout the day reconfirmed for us
that we were celebrating with
some of the finest students
around! Cont’d Page 3

year!
We look forward to seeing you in September
and wish you a safe,
healthy, and blessed
summer!
Fondly,
Sr. Mary Elizabeth
Donoghue, O.P.
Principal

P age 2

2 0 1 5 - 1 6 , I s s ue 3

A SPECIAL WORD

OF

THANKS

~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O & M R S . K WA N
As the Class of 2016 winds
down its final days at St.
Augustine School, there are
some thank you’s that need
to be expressed. Securing
volunteers to act as class
parents for the graduating
class is always a challenge. I
guess word has gotten out
what a time-consuming task it
can be. (Hopefully this doesn’t
scare away future volunteers
for the Class of 2017! Hint!
Hint!) Nevertheless, without
fail, each year the Home and
School Association is able to
line up a competent group of
parent volunteers. As busy
as we all seem to be, these

class moms have always
made themselves available
for whatever we needed from
them. They have lent their
time and their talents
throughout the year. Mrs.
Kwan and I would be remiss if
we did not take this opportunity to express our gratitude
to them. Mrs. Eldredge, Mrs.
Flores, Mrs. Lawton, Mrs.
Sabini, and Mrs. Toro rose to
the challenge time after time!
Whether they were asked to
prepare and send e-mails,
organize bake sales, make
arrangements with our videographer, shop for and serve at
appreciation breakfasts, collect photos for various pro-

jects, secure additional volunteers for various activities
(Thank you to those who
were always willing to help
you to help us), and so
many additional tasks,
these moms were always
ready and willing! They
worked tirelessly to ensure
that their son/daughter’s
final year at SAS would be
memorable. What wonderful examples they have
been of service with a smile.
Please accept our sincere
gratitude.

A FOND FAREWELL
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O & M R S . K WA N
This year’s graduating
class consists of many
families who end the
school year with not only a
St. Augustine School
graduate but also with
heavy hearts. For so
many, their days at St.
Augustine School have
come to an end. For
some, this graduation is
the last for a long line of
family members! Know
how very much your association with St. Augustine
School will be missed.
Our sincere best wishes to:
the Auslander family, Caceres family, Cadge family,
Calderon family, Cammarota family, Chacha family,
Chen family, Culcay family,
Curtin family, DiMicco family, Dizon family, Dunbar
family, Espinoza family,

Fedele family, Fitzgerald
family, Georges family,
Jessie-Gerelli family, Hagan family,
Hidalgo family,
Jones family, LaSalla family,
Lawton family,
Magana family,
McHale family,
Nicotra family,
Reyes family, Riccio family, Tobin
family, Tocco family and Varga family. We send you
on your way with
love, good wishes, and the
knowledge that once you
are a member of our St.
Augustine School family,
you will always be a member of our St. Augustine
family!

Eagle’s Eye
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8TH GRADE CLASS TRIP
~ M R S . D A D DA Z I O & M R S . K WA N
For some, Finding Neverland was the first Broadway show they had ever
seen; for others, who had
been to Broadway before,
it will rank up there as one
of the most enjoyable. The
lights, the music, the special effects, and . . . Kevin
Kern. . . the handsome and
talented actor who played
the role of J.M. Barrie, left
many wishing for more.
Immediately following the
show, our graduates were
treated to a “Post Performance Talk Back” with the
cast. How thrilling it was
for the students to be able
to ask questions and chat
with Kevin Kern, Matthew
Tiberi, for whom Neverland
was a Broadway debut, as
well as two young actors,
not much younger than
themselves! It was definitely a great way to learn
about dedication and love
for one’s craft!
As we exited the theater,
the anticipation of their
dinner cruise aboard the
Spirit of New York was beginning to mount. For
most, this was to be the
highlight of their day. Temperatures soaring near
ninety made the day perfect for an evening cruise!
Dining and dancing combined with the beauty of
the New York skyline at
night, left each student
wishing the evening would
never end! Graduates,
parents, teachers, Sr. Mary
Elizabeth, Fr. McSweeney,
Fr. Nahas, Mrs. Fessman,
Mrs. Kwan and me,
danced the night away! As

if this weren’t enough excitement for a day, the
students seemed to be in
awe as they stood on the
outer deck of the boat as it
cruised past the Statue of
Liberty. So close were we,
it seemed as though an
outstretched hand could
touch her.
As the boat pulled into
dock at the end of the evening, no one wanted to
believe that the day was
coming to a close. Mrs.
Kwan and I breathed a
sigh of relief as we were
pleased to have pulled off
another successful eighth
grade class trip! We eagerly awaited the following
day off from school!
As we reflect back on the
events of the day, we cannot help but remember the
camaraderie that was displayed by faculty, staff,
students and parents. We
truly are a parish family
and with graduation fast
approaching, it seems difficult to believe that all will
be going their separate
ways.
A trip like this does not
happen without much advanced planning and cooperation from all involved.
We would be remiss if we
did not extend our heartfelt thanks to our class
parents and parent chaperones who so graciously
made themselves available to us for student supervision throughout the
day. Mr. and Mrs. Casquarelli, Mrs. Cammarota, Mr.
and Mrs. Eldredge, Mr. and

Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Mr. and
Mrs. LaSalla, Mrs. Ponnaiya, Mr. and Mrs. Sabini,
Mr. and Mrs. Tresgallo,
and Mr. and Mrs. Varga thank you, thank you,
thank you. An extra round
of applause also goes to
Mr. and Mrs. Lawton for
their incredible assistance
with the parent bus. Keeping those parents in line
and assuring that they
were where they were supposed to be when there
were supposed to be there
is never an easy task!
Thank you all for stepping
up to the plate. Thank you,
too, for the delicious appetizers served on the bus!
What a delicious way to
start the trip. Know that
Mrs. Kwan and I couldn’t
have done it without you.
As we pulled into the circle outside of St. Augustine
School at midnight, we
were bleary eyed and exhausted from the excitement! Thank you, eighth
grade, for a spectacular day. We
know that you will
hold on to these
fond memories for
years to come. Know
what a pleasure it
was for Mrs. Kwan
and me to celebrate
with you!
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A T R I P T H RO U G H H I S T O RY
~6TH GRADE CLASSES
My field trip to Ellis Island was wonderful. A lot of exciting events happened. Just standing in the Great Hall or walking through the narrow halls was amazing. My group was walking on history. When we were there we played a game
that showed how hard it was for the immigrants to order food. On the wall I found five ancestors. The one I know that
is really related to me is Mary A. Nee. She was twenty-two years old when she came to Ellis Island. I loved seeing the
Statue of Liberty. It was enormous. The whole day was great. It was full of facts and laughs. My trip was amazing.
-Kylah Nee
Our 6th grade class trip to Ellis Island was amazing; we learned many interesting facts and still had a ton of fun. During our trip we visited Ellis Island’s Wall of Names where we found several of our ancestor’s names. At Ellis Island
there is also the Immigrant Museum with all different types of cultures’ clothing; in that section you see what someone
immigrating form Poland would normally wear on the trip and what they would bring with them. There was another
section where you could take the test that immigrants had to take when they came through Ellis Island. As you can
see there was a lot to do at Ellis Island, but not just the island was fun. We took a short boat ride to the island around
the Statue of Liberty and cruised back to New Jersey. In New Jersey we boarded the bus, where we came home just in
time for the Spring Show.
-Jackson Finewood
On May 13th, the 6th grade took an educational and exciting trip to Ellis Island. We took a ferry to the island, and we
saw breathtaking and remarkable views of the Statue of Liberty and New York City. When we arrived, we toured the
Immigrant Museum, where I learned some surprising facts. But my favorite part of the museum was the section called
“Through America’s Gates”, located in the vast Great Hall. In this part of the museum, I learned about all the screening procedures and struggles immigrants underwent to finally enter America, a land of opportunity. Did you know that
single women could not leave the island without a man of direct relation claiming them, so people often got married
on the island? A total of 12 million immigrants came through Ellis Island. Another great attraction is the Wall of Honor,
which posts the names of about 60,000 immigrants that entered the island, and whose descendants made a donation to have their name inscribed. I found the names of my possible relatives on the wall, such as Samuel Hotchkiss
and Anna Brocato. Even though it took over three hours to get back from Ellis Island, I loved this unique trip!
-Olivia Pasquerella

Eagle’s Eye

On May 13, the 6th grade took a field trip to Ellis Island. We took a bus to New Jersey and then a short boat ride
to the Immigrant Museum. In the museum, there was lots to look at. You could take the test the immigrants took,
or look at the sleeping rooms the immigrants slept in. I also learned a lot. One thing I learned is that women could
not leave the island without a man, so some got married on the island! I also saw the American Immigrant Wall of
Honor. I found two of my own relatives. I found my great grandparents from my mother’s side, Andrew and Bridget
McGaragle, who came from Ireland in their early twenties. Even though the bus ride home took a little longer than
anticipated, overall the 6th grade Ellis Island field trip was very fun and educational.
-Grace Gallagher
The trip to Ellis Island was spectacular! It is one of the only places I’ve ever gone where you learn and have fun
at the same time. One of the attractions my group went to was the Immigrant Museum. It’s one of the coolest
things ever. You can see and hear how people communicated in different languages, listen to the test immigrants
took to try to get into the United States, and you can see the old currency! Also, my group went to the Wall of
Honor. It was amazing seeing the vast amount of people coming to the United States. The boat ride made you have
the best view of the Statue of Liberty, even that, they have a café inside the boat! Coming back from Ellis Island, we
barely made it to the Spring Show. To my opinion, this is definitely one of the best field trips I’ve ever been. Thank
you 6th Grade teachers!
-Divek Patel
On May 13, our sixth grade went on a trip to Ellis Island! When we got to the dock, we took a boat that passed by
the Statue of Liberty to Ellis Island. At the island, we went to the Immigrant Museum and got to participate in an
activity where we were tested on how to communicate with others for something to eat. It was really interesting to
put ourselves in the position they were in! After this, we went to the Wall of Honor that had over 500,000 immigrants’ names on the wall! I found my great-grandfather on the wall, and many others. After I went on this trip, it
changed the way I thought about immigration, and was an experience I will never forget!
-Ryan Shanahan
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THE BEEKEEPING CLUB
In September of
2015 Mr. Gallagher
started a beekeeping
club at St. Augustine
School. Throughout
the year the members learned all
about honey bees
and keeping bees. In
January our hives
and equipment had
arrived and the beekeeping club members painted and
assembled our two
hives. On 4/28 the
packages of honeybees had finally
come and the beekeeping club members assembled at
the hives to hive our
bees. Fr. McSweeney
was also present to
bless our hives but
before his blessing we
presented him a surprise! Devlin Hose a
member of the beekeeping club painted

each of our hives with an
image of a patron saint of
bees and beekeepers. One
hive has St. Amrose and
the other, St. Gobnait.
Father McSweeney gave a
beautiful blessing and Mrs.
Gembecki was there to
take lots of pictures. Even
though our school year is
coming to an end, the
hives still must be
tended to so Mr.
Gallagher and the
members will continue to care for the
hives throughout
the summer. We
hope and pray that
our hives will be
successful and that
we have a bountiful
honey harvest next
year. Please look
for us in the upcoming issue of Catholic New York
where our beekeeping club
will be featured!

M ESSAGE FROM T HE NUR SE
Please remember to make
arrangements to pick up your
child’s medication before the
end of school. I cannot store
medication here for the summer. Please remember to get
new orders for any medication
to be administered here.
Forms can be found under
“medical” on the SAS website.
Bring the medication to the
nurse’s office when school
begins. Please make sure
that the pharmacy label is on
the medication.

ALL students who are entering the 6th grade and are 11
years or older must receive a
Tdap vaccine before school
begins.
ALL students entering 7th
grade must have the meningococcal vaccine. Without it,
they cannot start school.
Physicals are required for all
students entering Pre-K/K,
2nd, 4th and 7th grade.
Physicals must be dated after
September 8th, 2015. I
would appreciate a copy for

other grades as well for your
child’s cumulative health record, even though it is not state
mandated.
Have a happy and healthy
summer!
- Toni Anne Hirsch, BSN, RN

Eagle’s Eye
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SO YOU THINK YOU CAN WRITE?
~ANN GODFREY, COMPUTER TEACHER
Over the last couple of
months I have been working with a few writing project students in the Computer Room, focusing on
boosting their skills and
unleashing their creativity.
After discussing the message from a family film
that came out during
Easter, Miracles from
Heaven, our junior high
students were asked to
consider miracles, small
and large, that they heard
about or experienced in
their lives. No writer’s
block here, and what followed was an outpouring

The band, Reverse Order,
made quite a positive impression at a recent school assembly, where they reinvented the word PARTTY, using Rock ‘n Roll rifs and
wholesome lyrics … quite a
combo!

Finally, after reading online
about a therapy program for
returning US Service Members, called “Songwriting
With:Soldiers” (www.songwriti
ngwithsoldiers.org). I separated students into songwriting groups and they composed songs that ran the
gamut: Petsmart/
Graduation/Fooood/Harry
Potter/Being Unique/Ice
Cream! Lots of group dynamics + creativity + bonding.

of positive words and images they shared with the
class.
During April, many
younger students entering
my classroom observed all
the butterflies appearing
on the wall, and were
caught reading the Miracle
essays that their Jr. High
role models had written!

P (passion)
A (attitude)
R (respect)
T (thoughtfulness)
T (trust)
Y (you)

They’ve heard it from this
horse’s mouth many times:
“When you learn to write
clearly and concisely from a
young age, you will
enjoy a lifetime of
successful written
communication!”

We used the subject Passion
as a jumping off point for
writing—probably not a surprise to you that kids can
easily identify things they’re
passionate about. Subjects
ranged from soccer to
baking — art, golf,
tennis, swimming to
name a few more.
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SPRINGTIME IN PRE-K 4
~MRS. TARZIA & MRS. KEEGAN
Spring is a time of new life in
both Pre K 4 classes at St
Augustine.
This year Mrs. Tarzia's class
successfully hatched 6 ducklings! For 28 days the Pre K
students checked the temperature & humidity in the
incubator where the eggs
stayed, while Mrs. Tarzia turned the eggs daily just
as a mother duck would have
done. On May 19th the eggs
started to hatch!! The class
was blessed with 6 healthy,
adorable ducklings ; 2 yellow ,
3 brown & 1 black! The ducklings will be brought to Harvest Moon Farm for a happy,
healthy future.
In Mrs. Keegan's class the
children each received a
newly hatched caterpillar at
the beginning of May. Each
child named their caterpillar
& kept a close eye on them as
they continued their journey
through metamorphosis. The
caterpillars ate & ate the special food we gave them (a
mixture of crushed up leaves
& water that looked a bit like
peanut butter), until they were
big caterpillars. Then the cat-

erpillars disappeared into
their cocoons, where they
stayed for about 7-10 days.
The children waited patiently ,
and then on May 19th (what a
day!) the first monarch butterfly hatched from
its cocoon! In a short time we
had between 20-25 beautiful
monarchs! We provided them
with

flowers and cut up fruit, and
put their butterfly house in
the sunlight, which made
them happy. After spending
an interesting week with our
butterflies, we said Bon Voyage them at our butterfly release!

Eagle’s Eye
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SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR
~MS. MARQUES & MRS. JARL
This past March, students
in the 6th and 7th grades at
St. Augustine School had the
opportunity to participate and
compete in the Social Studies
Fair. Over the course of the
fall and winter months, students worked cooperatively in
groups on topics of their
choosing, assembling and
designing visual trifolds,
physical models, and oral
presentations for a select
group of judges. Former Social Studies teacher Miss
Miranda Marques kick-started
the project this past fall and
got the students off to a running start in researching and
organizing topic information.
Five awards were handed out

in both 6th and 7th grades,
and a great deal of learning
and fun was accomplished
along the way. A special thank
you must be paid to all members of the Home and School
Association who worked so
hard to set up the gym for
students to display their projects. Next
stop next
year, the
Science
Fair!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
~MRS. MCMAHON & MRS. FERRIS
Our second grade
class celebrated their
First Holy Communion
this past May. What a
memorable day for the
children and their families! After a year-long
preparation, they proc-

essed into Church,
hands folded, and
smiles in place. Congratulations and God
Bless Our children on
receiving the gift of Jesus!
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C YO A R T C O N T E S T
~MRS. ZIMMERMAN
The following students
won First Place in the CYO
Art Contest, in their respective divisions:
Arianna Hiciano
Maggie Gilmartin
Evan Wesenyak
Sofia Boccia
Julianna Traver
Ava Panzanaro
Anna Nicotra
Piya Goyal
Gabriella Hennessey
Brian Griffin
Eva Lagdaman
Gabriel Sutera
Bella Montero

Finalist Winners:
Anna Nicotra
1st Place in Masters Division
Natalia Mendlovsky
3rd Place, Small Fry
Leoni Melo
3rd Place, Learner Division

HOME & SCHOOL NEWS
~ J U L I A F I T Z PA T R I C K
On May 20th, the Home &
School hosted The 80s: Our
Love of Neon, our annual
Ladies Night Out fundraiser.
Given the abundance of legwarmers and teased hair, our
ladies certainly seemed to get
on board with the theme this
year. Not only was the night
lots of fun, we raised a whopping $43,000 for SAS!
As the school year comes to
a close, we are sad to say
“Goodbye” to the Home &
School Association members
who have completed their
three year term. We’d like to
extend our thanks to Tammy
Alves, Jen Iwai, Renee Milano
and Rosemary Byrnes for their
unbelievable hard work and

L O AV E S A N D F I S H E S
~ELLEN FERRARI, 8TH GRADE PARENT
On Saturday February
27th a group of St.
Augustine current students
and 2015 alumni got together and volunteered at
Loaves and Fishes at Trinity Episcopal Church in
Ossining. For those of you
who are not familiar,
Loaves and Fishes is a
wonderful program sponsored by Holy Name of
Mary Church that supplies
a FREE warm meal and a
takeaway meal for those in

need. The volunteers create a warm and welcoming
atmosphere and the
guests are treated like they
are in a restaurant. The
adults that give up their
Saturdays to prepare delicious and nutritious food
for 60 people are truly special human beings. It was
wonderful to watch the
2015 alumni work together and make the evening special for all the recipients. Watching them

work that night exemplified what they learned at
St. Augustine School about
love of God and community and would have made
Sister Mary Elizabeth and
her staff very proud.
Loaves & Fishes is held
every Saturday evening. It
is a great way for our children to give back to their
community as well as to
get service hours.

dedication to SAS over the
last three years.
It’s not all sad news however, we’re also very pleased
to welcome four new Home &
School members who have
kindly agreed to share their
time and knowledge with us.
They are: Stacy Conte, Judy
Strollo and Jamie Jameson.
Thank you for making the
2015/2016 school year such

Eagle’s Eye
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EXPLORE YOUR OPPORTUNITIES 7TH GRADE GIRLS STEM CONFERENCE

April 16, 2016

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM SMASHING SUCCESS
We recently received an email
from a delighted SAS parent.
This is only one of many positive comments about the new
lunch choices - a big thank
you to Mrs. Milano, Mrs.
Vanga and Mrs. Dournau for
their hard work this year!
Dear Sister Mary Elizabeth,
Leone and SAS Cafeteria

Staff,
I just wanted to take a moment to express my delight
and gratitude at the positive
changes for food choices in
the school cafeteria this past
year.
My kids are loving it! Even
the baked potatoes and protein drinks but especially the
stir fry and quesadillas. They

HO LY CHILD A SSO CIAT ION
~MRS. GAMBECKI
The Students of St. Augustines collected
$1,564.00 during Lent
which will be contributed
to the Holy Childhood
Association. Special
thanks goes to Maggie
Gilmartin and McKayla
Boyd for wrapping the
bulk of the coins. Addi-

tional support was provided by Linlee Mangialardi, Blake Borger, Alex
DeBarros, and Lauren
Torres Rivera.

even like the baked
chicken! And, I am loving
that they are eating a more
varied and generally more
healthy diet at school.
Thank you for being so
willing to try these ideas. I
think it is a huge success!
Can’t wait to see what’s
next!
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FIRST GRADE ENGINEERS
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M O T H E R ’ S D AY T E A
~KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS
On May 6th, the kindergarten students “Dressed to Impress” and hosted a tea party for the Moms! The students spent the morning taking care of their moms —
serving them breakfast and tea! The students wanted to
show their moms how much they love and appreciate all
they do for them—all day, every day! It was a wonderful
morning with lots of love in the room!

